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January was named for the Roman God Janus, known as the protector of gates and doorways, which
symbolize beginnings and endings. Its flowers are carnations and snowdrops and its gemstone is the
garnet. Here itis 2026! In a way it’s hard to let go of 2025, but the earth keeps spinning and either we
go with it or we’re stuck in the past. | say let’s go with it. Let’s take the ride--so long as Jesus is at the
helm we’re going to be OK. Well, lord start us off. On the first you give us the Solemnity of Mary, the
Holy Mother of God. A great start, as You Yourself started out with Mary. Holy Mother remind us each
day to stay close to Jesus and to thank Him always for His love.

Both the Epiphany and the Baptism of the Lord fall on Sundays this year. (Jan. 4 and 11). | love St.
Matthew’s review of the visit of the wise men to see the “Newborn King.” They traveled far to reach
Bethlehem and present him with gold, frankincense and myrrh. (Mathew 2: 1-12). Can you imagine
St. Joseph’s reaction after the angel in a dream told him to take Mary and Baby Jesus and flee to
Egypt because Herod was planning on killing Him? Shaken as he was he was obedient and started
out on that long treacherous journey to Egypt. Thank you St. Joseph for all you did to protect and
provide for Jesus and Mary. Pray for us dear St. Joseph.

When Jesus goes out to John the Baptist to be baptized by Him | can’t help but think of His humility;
being without sin he goes in line with sinners to get a baptism he did not need. He said to John,
“Allow it now, that thus it is fitting to fulfill all righteousness. Then the heavens opened and the Spirit
of God descended like a dove upon Him....” Then Jesus heads out to the desert and fasts for 40 days
and is tempted by the devil. He then begins His ministry and starts to collect His apostles. We praise
and thank you Jesus!

In January, to name a few saints, we celebrate St. Agnes, St. Francis Di Sales, Sts. Timothy and Titus
on the 26th, and of course, St. Thomas Aquinas on the 28th. St. Thomas was a doctor of the Church
and wrote the Summa Theologica. He wrote in great detail of the choirs of angels. | had no idea that
each angel was a species all its own. He wrote many solemn Latin songs, including “Tantum Ergo”
and “O Solutaris Hostia.” St. Thomas please pray for our church.

January is the month we pray especially hard for protection of life in the womb. Let us unite with our
rosaries and continue the fight for life.

Happy New Year my dear brothers and sisters. Let us continue our journeys with the Lord each day,
as we pick up our crosses and follow Him. God bless you !

Love,
Marge
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