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As soon as we hear the word “November” our thoughts immediately go to Thanksgiving Day. It’s an
association that is only natural. As human beings God gave us wonderful imaginations, and as such,
we love to look for reasons to celebrate life. Thank you Lord for the lovely month of November full of
autumn color, blowing leaves and crispy weather. You start us off with All Saints day, and lead us
into All Souls Day, a day we set aside to pray for all our loved ones who have passed away. The Holy
Souls can also, in return pray for us.

On Nov. 3 we celebrate St. Martin de Porres, who was an illegitimate son of a Spanish gentleman,
and a mother who was a freed Panamanian slave. Martin was abandoned by his father and grew up
in deep poverty. He is known for his charitable work with the poor, especially the newly arrived slaves
from Africa. He became a lay Dominican brother and devoted his life to others. He was known for
miracle cures and was said to have the gift of bi-location. St. Martin de Porres pray for peace and
justice for all races and between races.

St. Martin of Tours’ feast day is the 11th. He started out as a soldier in the Roman army in the 4th
century. Later on he was known as “Martin the Merciful.” One very familiar story about St. Martin was
of his sharing his cloak with a beggar. It was very cold and Martin had already given away most of his
outer wear to the poor. Finally he came upon this poor freezing beggar and with his sword cut his
remaining cloak in half and gave it to the beggar. The next day in a vision, Martin saw Jesus wearing
his cloak. St. Martin, pray for us; help us to be like you.

Another saint we celebrate this month, is St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, better known as ‘Mother
Cabrini.” Frances emigrated to this country from ltaly. She worked with poor immigrants and was the
first U.S. citizen to become a saint. Having descended from Italian immigrants, | say “thank you
Mother for working with those newly arrived immigrants who desperately needed your guidance and
advocacy.”

On the 24th we celebrate St. Andrew Dung -Lac and his companions. They were part of 117 martyrs
from Vietnam. They suffered all manner of cruelty and torture, but refused to denounce their faith.
We ask for their intercession for all peoples being murdered, tortured and held captive for their faith.

We celebrate St. Andrew, Peter’s brother on the 30th. He was a follower of St. John the Baptist and
was instrumental in bringing the other fishermen to Jesus. St. Andrew, it must have humbled you to
live in the shadow of your brother, St. Peter, but you show those of us living simply how God uses all
of us to carry out his work, regardless of our status or popularity, so long as we say, yes to Jesus--
here |l am, Jesus.

Have a lovely, productive month this November and a very happy Thanksgiving to all. Thank you God
for Your Bounty!

Love, Margie
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